THE  RELIGION  OF THE  LATER  AVESTA    in

reason to believe that the Later Avestan Yazad is primarily
derived from a god answering to the Roman Fides, and only
secondarily invested with physical characteristics derived from
the other Mithra, whose name is independent and his history
originally distinct.1 The terrors of Mithra for the MiBrodntj^
the Contract-breaker, are set forth in vivid poetical form, and
it is declared that there is no deceiving the Genius of Light
under whose glory all secret things are clear. We may quote
the lines which touch the highest ethical level :

Spitama, break not the Contract,

Made with sinner, made with faithful

Comrade in thy Law, for Mithra

Stands for sinner, stands for faithful.    (Yt. io2.)

And again:

He from whom true Glory fleeth,

From the straightest path forwandered,

In his inmost heart hath sorrow.

Thus he thinketh, that Inglorious,

' Blind is Mithra: all the ill deeds,

All the lying words, he sees not'.

But, for me, I think within me,

6 Surely nowhere under heaven

Is a worldly man who thinketh

Evil thoughts to match the good thoughts

Of the spiritual Mithra'.   (Yt. io105f.)

It is fitting that the hymn which extols a Genius of so much
moral splendour should contain one of the rare flights of real
poetry to be found in the Later Avesta, It interests us
specially from its kinship with that gem of the Odyssey of
which Lucretius made Latin as lovely, and Tennyson crowned
with a place in his picture of the ' island valley of Avilion '.

For him Mazdah the Creator
Reared a palace on the Mountain,
Alburz, with its hills encircled,
Glorious, where nor night nor darkness
Climbs, nor blows the chill, the searching

1 See this discussed in E.Z., pp, 63-7.